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Philip Johnson
Glass House, New Canaan, Conn., 1949
night and day views 



Ludwig Mies van der Rohe
860-880 Lake Shore Drive Apartments, Chicago, 1948-1951
night view of glowing core and lobby



Ludwig Mies van der Rohe
German Pavilion, Barcelona World’s Fair, Barcelona, 1929



Ludwig Mies van der Rohe
860-880 Lake Shore Drive Apartments, Chicago, 1948-1951
illuminated core and night view of towers from city



Ludwig Mies van der Rohe and Philip Johnson
The Seagram Building, New York, 1954-1957



“Tower of Light” promotional materials
above: Lightolier brochure; right: diagram from Architectural Forum



Luminous ceiling plan for Seagram Building tower
from “Definition of Structure,” Progressive Architecture, 1958



Executive corner office with luminous ceiling
Seagram Building



Ludwig Mies van der Rohe and Philip Johnson
The Seagram Building, New York, 1954-1957
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The advance platoon of the automobile industry, its research engineers, 

could hardly be housed in a more suitable environment than this strong 
intent design. It is a place for clear thinking. But in addition to the refined 

design ... and the high civilization of the physical environment ... Saarinen 
and his associates have helped the leading producer in the automotive 
field build an exciting signpost, a plea to all industry, and a proper symbol 

for research toward tomorrow.

General Motors Technical  Center, Architectural Forum v.95 (Nov. 1951).: 111-123.



Eero Saarinen 
General Motors Technical Center, Warren, MI.,1956
above: lobby; right: Styling Dome



IBM World Headquarters
above: interior showroom; ca. 1949;  right: renovated Data Processing Center, Madison Avenue and 57th Street, New York, ca. 1954 



Eliot Noyes, IBM Data Processing Center
above: Data Processing Room;  right: small business machines display, ca. 1954 



The Data Processing Center generated enormous excitement . . . the 702 was 
actually a working machine. Customers who wanted to rent computer time would 
simply bring their data in, and we kept the computer running around the clock. If you 

went by on Madison Avenue in the middle of the night you would see it behind the 
big plate-glass windows, tended by well-dressed technicians in its brightly lit room.

Thomas Watson Jr. as Gordon Bruce, Eliot Noyes: a pioneer of design and architecture in the age of 
American Modernism (New York; London: Phaidon, 2006), 146.



Eliot Noyes, IBM ‘White Room’
IBM Design Center, Poughkeepsie, N.Y.

top: IBM 360 computer, ca. 1964
bottom: IBM DSC 370 Model 145 mainframe, ca. 1970  



top: ‘White Room’ IBM Design Center, 
Poughkeepsie, ca. 1964.

bottom: still from 2001: A Space Odyssey,  
Directed by Stanley Kubrick, 1968 



Eliot Noyes
Xerox showroom, New York, ca. 1963



above: Interior office looking towards executive offices, 
Seagram Building; right: Seagram’s ‘Tower of Light’




